e TRIO and GEAR UP Programs’ TRIO Day celebration
was a major success!  anks to everyone who assisted
with the TRIO/GEAR UP DAY celebration. Each of the
programs made it possible to showcase their signi cance,
share the importance of students, and thank the community
and university personnel.

At the event, the accomplishments of former participants
were recognized. e honorees came from limited income
families, were rst generation, had a disability, were a
returning adult, in foster care, or in the military. Each of
the programs are proud of the honorees and what they have
accomplished. e alumni were phenomenal.

Remarks from the mayor, WSU provost, and vice president
for Diversity and Community Engagement were signi cant
and demonstrated the commitment that each has for the
programs.

A major “thank you” to each of the Building Bridges
honorees for their excellent remarks about their successes
and accomplishments and for sharing what the programs
meant to their success. Each honoree helped the TRIO/
GEAR UP sta to feel great about what they do. e
programs are happy the honorees graduated from the
programs, went on to college, accomplished a successful
career. Special acknowledgement was given to a former
GEAR UP participant who is currently on sta for her
participation and her current contributions.
Congratulations went to the students and participants
from each program who received the Student Recognition

Awards. Each received a medallion for their academic
contributions and successes. e Advocacy Award went
to the director of Disability Services. Contemp-Oh!
Band provided entertainment and have been signi cant
contributors to the TRIO Day celebration. A very special
“thank you” for their continued support.

e TRIO and GEAR UP Programs are thrilled to take
the opportunity each year to share their successes,
recognize participants, thank the community, and praise
the university for their support.  ese programs are the
life blood for many of the individuals who make decisions
about college and their lives.

Planning is already underway for the 2020 TRIO and
GEAR UP celebration with the hope that the campus and





